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Every educational experience is unique, so teaching must be tailored to meet each particular learning 
circumstance. While this contra-indicates a formula approach to teaching, various parameters can be 
identified as contributing to best practice. A case is made to: institutionalise tertiary teacher training 
to improve quality; teach in context to promote vocational relevance; use problem-based learning 
and small group teaching to facilitate student learning as well as professional and social assimilation; 
respond to scientific and technological change to keep programs contemporary; identify and pursue 
desirable graduate attributes (generic and specific) to generate better student outcomes; discriminate 
between levels of understanding in skills, attitudes, concepts and knowledge; and utilize constructive 
alignment models to link curriculum objectives with teaching and learning activities and assessment 
tasks. While these teaching paradigms have heavy resource implications, governments and 
universities must be progressive to afford and facilitate quality higher education in Australia, 
especially in a period of reform based on the criteria of equity, quality, diversity and sustainability. 
 
